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A Trip Worth More Than a Thousand Words
By Jay Lindsey

I’ll never forget the road trip I took with a friend in college. 
We went camping at Grand Canyon National Park, which 
was incredible. But it was the drive home that I’ll always 
remember most. As we drove out of the Zion-Mount 
Carmel Tunnel and into the bright sunshine of Zion 
National Park, we could see the whole canyon below 
us and the steep, red cliffs towering above us. I was 
awestruck.

That was the exact moment I first fell in love with national 
parks. My love has grown over the years since I took 
this trip and as I’ve explored many more national parks. 
Whenever I’m in a park, you can be sure my camera 
is at the ready. I love to capture not just the beautiful 
panoramas like those you see on postcards, but the little 
details too— the geology, the plants growing along the 
trail, and of course, the wildlife.

I’ve enjoyed so many of our national parks during my 
lifetime and treasure being able to experience the beauty 
they hold. I’ve witnessed the Grand Canyon, the Rocky 
Mountains, giant redwood trees, and amazing vistas 
along the Pacific coastline. I am grateful that I was able 
to see these magnificent places because of others who 
came before me and protected them. Now it’s my turn. 

I would love to be remembered as someone who 
protected the parks for the next generation. That’s why I 
decided to leave a gift to the National Park Foundation in 
my will. It’s deeply rewarding to know I’m helping preserve 
these places for others to fall in love with too.

After all, that’s what a legacy is all about. It’s what you 
leave behind. 
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Four Ways to Make  
Your Mark 

America’s national parks are 
a quintessential part of our 
country’s story, and many 

people tell us they would like to do 
more to protect them. The good 
news is that there are many ways 
to give that can provide financial 
security for your loved ones, while 
also having a meaningful and lasting 
impact on the parks. Plus, many gifts 
can help you save on taxes. 

Here are four of the most popular 
ways to plan for your future and for 
the future of our parks: 

1. Leave a gift to the National Park 
Foundation in your will.  

You retain control of your 
assets now and your gift helps 
support the parks after your 

lifetime. There is no minimum 
gift amount – you can provide 
for your family first and leave a 
specific amount or percentage 
to charity. Plus, you are never 
locked in, and can change your 
mind at any time! 

2. Designate the National Park 
Foundation as a beneficiary of an 
account. 

Most of us have retirement 
accounts, bank, or brokerage 
accounts that require us to 
name a beneficiary. But many 
people don’t realize a charity like 
the National Park Foundation 
can also be the beneficiary of 
your accounts, life insurance 
policies, and in some states, real 
estate. 

3. Make a tax-free gift from your 
Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA).

If you’re 70 ½ or older, you can 
donate directly from your IRA 
with what is called a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution. Once 
you turn 72, the gift may qualify 
for your required minimum 
distribution. And because the 
money goes to charity, you do 
not pay income taxes. The best 
part is you can see your gift at 
work in the parks today. 

4. Earn income for life with a 
Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA). 

When you establish a CGA with 
the National Park Foundation, 
you earn income for life at very 
attractive rates. The amount of 
your payment will never change 
regardless of what happens with 
the stock market. Rather than 
sitting in the bank, your money 
supports the parks you love! 
And, if you create your CGA with 
a gift of appreciated stocks, you 
may also reduce your capital 
gains tax.

If you are interested in learning more 
about any of the gifts mentioned 
above, please return the enclosed 
form to request our free planning 
tools. Or contact us directly at 
(202) 796-2532 or by email at 
plannedgiving@nationalparks.org. 
We are here to help!
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Inspiring The Next 
Generation of Park 
Enthusiasts 

Fourth graders across the U.S. are discovering the 
wonders of our national parks through the National 
Park Foundation’s Open OutDoors for Kids: Focus 

City initiative. By underwriting the costs of transportation 
for trips to national parks, we’re helping young people 
in under-served communities connect to the wonder of 
nature and the outdoors. 

Thanks to gifts from donors like you, the National Park 
Foundation (NPF), was able to send 23,000 fourth 
graders from Los Angeles on field trips to Santa Monica 
Mountains National Recreation Area in a single school 
year. Even though the Santa Monica Mountains are so 
close to Los Angeles, many of the kids had never visited 
these wild places in their own “backyard”. 

These students had the opportunity to explore the 
park’s robust ecosystem — learning how local flora 
and fauna support the woodland habitat. Using tools 
like binoculars, the students searched for birds — over 
different 140 species live in the park! Students also 
learned about the many ways park rangers measure and 
preserve the health of our natural spaces.  

One of the best parts is that the kids continue to 
learn about the parks when they are back in their 
classrooms. With funds provided by NPF, Santa Monica 
Mountains National Recreation Area developed free 
curriculum-based materials for students that cover a 
variety of subjects, from math and science to the arts. 
These materials help teachers bring the parks to their 
classrooms so students can continue learning about 
them long after their field trips end.

Since its inception in 2011, NPF’s Open OutDoors for 
Kids program created the opportunity for more than one 
million students to experience our national parks. From 

Fall 2019 through February 2020 alone, NPF supported 
the transportation of over 100,000 students to 132 parks 
and public lands across the country. And in response 
to the pandemic, NPF began to offer Open OutDoors 
for Kids Hybrid grants in support of mixed in-person 
and virtual programs. This created new opportunities 
for rangers to bring national parks to the homes and 
classrooms of thousands of children across the country. 

By experiencing the parks, young people discover that 
these beautiful places are exciting classrooms and 
peaceful sanctuaries. And they learn that without proper 
care and protection — they could disappear. It’s a great 
way to prepare these young people to protect and 
steward the parks for generations to come. 

When young people experience the magical moments 
that so often happen on a visit to the parks, it plants a 
seed that will last a lifetime. 
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To include the National Park Foundation in your will, please use the following language: “To the National Park Foundation 
located in Washington, D.C. [Tax ID #52-1086761], I give ___% of my estate.” Or you can name a fixed dollar amount.

Our 501(c)(3) federal tax identification number is 52-1086761.

This publication is intended to provide only general gift, estate, and financial planning information and is not a comprehensive review of the topics. 
Please consult your legal and financial advisers when planning your gift.

We’re Here to Help
There are so many ways to make a lasting impact on our parks. Our team of dedicated gift planning specialists can help 
you discover the right gift to achieve your goals. To learn more or to request additional information, please return the 
enclosed form in the envelope provided. Or contact us directly using the information below. Thank you. 

For more information, contact:

Nicole Engdahl Becca Watkins Elizabeth Allen

New CGA Rates
The Gift That Gives Back Just Got Better  
We have exciting news — the rates for charitable gift annuities increased on July 1, 2022. That means if you create 
a charitable gift annuity today, your payments will be even larger  than if you’d created one earlier this year! With 
a CGA, you receive a fixed income for life — and your payments will never change, regardless of interest rates or 
fluctuations in the stock market. 

National Park Foundation NEW Charitable Gift Annuity Rates
For single-life beneficiary*

If your age is: 65 70 75 80 85 90+
Your payment rate will be: 4.8% 5.3% 6.0% 7.0% 8.1% 9.1%
Annual payment based on a $10,000 annuity:  $480 $530 $600 $700 $810 $910

*The National Park Foundation follows the standard rates set by the American Council on Gift Annuities. Rates 
are subject to change. 

If you are interested in learning more about charitable gift annuities or would like to request a personalized 
illustration to see what an annuity could look like for you, please return the enclosed form. Or contact us directly 
at (202) 796-2532 or plannedgiving@nationalparks.org. We are here to help you create your legacy!

Phone: (202) 796-2500 
Email: plannedgiving@nationalparks.org
Web: www.nationalparks.org/plannedgiving

National Park Foundation
1500 K Street NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20005


