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Embracing Our Country’s Complexity
Deborah Milkowski, 1916 Society Member

My love for the national parks was sparked in college 
when I moved from upstate New York to California. Being 
a young college student with a tight budget, hiking and 
camping with friends quickly became a favorite hobby.

Over the years, traveling to national parks became more 
than beautiful experiences in nature…it became an 
opportunity to learn about our country’s history. These 
parks represent all of America and tell our collective 
story. Knowing our history is so important because it 
brings meaning to our surroundings and the desire to 
protect those surroundings.

Pullman National Monument in Chicago represents the 
creation of Labor Day. Stonewall National Monument 
in New York is the birthplace of the LBGTQ civil rights 
movement. Sometimes it seems we try to hide the more 
complex and difficult aspects of our country’s past. So, 
I appreciate the National Park Foundation’s efforts to 
preserve that history and tell the whole American story. I 
truly believe that if we can better understand our history, 
we will grow in our ability to respect our fellow citizens 
and our planet.

I am leaving a gift to the National Park Foundation in my 
retirement plan because with just one gift, I can have an 
impact on the environment, wildlife, and our American 
story. Many people ask about family and yes, I’m taking 

care of them, too. My assets are divided 50% to my family 
and 50% to the charities that will carry on my values.

The parks make me feel like I am part of something 
bigger than myself.

When I think about the peace I felt as I watched the 
sun drop below the horizon at Joshua Tree National 
Park, I wish for everyone to have such a meaningful park 
experience. I’m honored to do what I can to make that 
wish possible.
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Provide for Your Family and the Parks

Many supporters tell us,  
“I wish I could do more 
to protect the parks.” We 

understand. We all want to leave the 

world a little bit better than we found 
it. That’s why Deborah and many 
others have decided to leave a gift 
to the National Park Foundation in 

their will or trust, or by naming us as 
a beneficiary of a retirement plan.

As Deborah mentioned in our cover 
story, leaving a gift for the parks is 
easy and deeply rewarding. Plus, 
your gift costs you nothing now. We 
understand that your family and 
loved ones come first when deciding 
on how to share your resources. 
The good news is, like Deborah, you 
can take care of both family and 
the charities that matter to you. 
Many donors choose to designate a 
certain dollar amount, or a certain 
percentage of their estate to charity. 
You can even request specific gifts 
go to your family first, then the 
remainder will go to preserve the 
parks.

It’s a wonderful way to carry on your 
values well beyond your lifetime. And 
it’s easy to do! 

To include the National Park 
Foundation in your will, please 
contact us for sample language 
you can share with your attorney or 
planner. 

Remember, YOU remain in control 
throughout your lifetime. If your 
circumstances change,  you are free 
to revise your plans at any time.

Our Planned Giving team is here 
for you whenever you are ready. To 
request your free copy of our Sample 
Bequest Language factsheet, or to 
ask any questions, please contact us.

Jay Galvin, Pullman 
National Monument
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Charitable Gift 
Annuity  
A Gift that Gives Back 

What if you could support the 
National Park Foundation while also 
making your own retirement more 
financially secure? You can, with a 
gift called a charitable gift annuity. 
The Wall Street Journal has said 
charitable gift annuities are “the gift 
that keeps giving.” 

How it works  

You donate cash or securities to 
the National Park Foundation. 
(Minimum donation value is $10,000.) 
You receive fixed payments every 
year for as long as you live, at very 
attractive payment rates as high as 
8.6 percent. (Please see enclosed 
form for rate chart.)

How You Benefit 
• You receive payments for the rest 

of your life and financial security 
for the future. 

• You are eligible for a tax deduction 
in the year you make the gift. 
And, if you donate appreciated 
securities, you may save on capital 
gains taxes.   

• You can customize your CGA to 
provide income for yourself or help 
meet the long-term financial needs 
of a spouse, parent, family member 
or friend.  

• You may choose to begin receiving 
payments immediately (if you are 
65 or older) or defer your payments 
one year or more in the future. 

• Not sure when you’ll need the 
payments? You can even set up  
a gift annuity with a FLEXIBLE 
start date. The older you are when 
your payments begin, the higher 
your rate. 

But the biggest benefit is the 
satisfaction of knowing your gift will 
help preserve the parks you know 
and love for future generations.

Many of our donors tell us how  
much they appreciate receiving 
these fixed payments while still 
supporting the parks. If you would 
like to learn more about how a 
charitable gift annuity can benefit 
you, we are here to help. Please 
return the enclosed form to request 
a free, no-obligation illustration, call 
us at (202) 796-3121, or email us at 
PlannedGiving@nationalparks.org. 

The National Park Foundation 
follows the standard rates set by the 
American Council on Gift Annuities. 
Rates are subject to change.  

See how an annuity could work for you! Create your own charitable gift 
annuity illustration on our website at nationalparks.org/annuitycalculator.

Kristin Evans, Haleakalā National Park, 
Share the Experience Photo Contest.



Bringing Parks to Virtual Classrooms

Our national parks make great classrooms. Young people 
are captivated when they have the chance to experience 
nature and history firsthand. Unfortunately, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, many of our Open Outdoors for 
Kids field trips had to be postponed. But that didn’t stop 
us from bringing the parks alive for children all across 
our country.  

With your generous support, we were able to quickly 
develop and distribute virtual learning programs from 
the parks. In partnership with Union Pacific and the 
Mississippi National River and Recreation Area, we 
developed the remarkable Big River Journey. This 
engaging and interactive site allowed students to 
enjoy video lessons from park rangers, combined with 
puzzles, quizzes and other activities to make learning 
fun. Teachers also have the option to invite park rangers 
to address students directly in their virtual classrooms. 
Since last spring, more than 8,000 young people have 
benefited from the virtual education!

We are excited about the possibility of continuing this 
hybrid learning model even beyond the pandemic. We 

love bringing kids to the parks. But we can introduce 
more kids to parks — including ones they may never be 
able to visit in person — by bringing the parks to them. 

Your support helps us continue to nurture future park 
leaders through these vital learning programs. Today’s 
students will be the future stewards of our national parks 
for decades to come. 

To include the National Park Foundation in your will, please use the following language: “To the National Park Foundation 
located in Washington, D.C. [Tax ID #52-1086761], I give ___% of my estate.” Or you can name a fixed dollar amount.

Our 501(c)(3) federal tax identification number is 52-1086761.

This publication is intended to provide only general gift, estate, and financial planning information and is not a comprehensive review of the topics. 
Please consult your legal and financial advisers when planning your gift.

We’re Here to Help
Leaving a gift to the National Park Foundation in your will, trust, or by beneficiary designation ensures the protection, 
enrichment, and support of America’s beloved national parks for generations to come.

For more information, contact:

Phone: (202) 796-3121
Email: PlannedGiving@nationalparks.org
Web: nationalparks.org/plannedgiving

National Park Foundation
1500 K Street NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20005

Nicole Engdahl Tom Mika Adi Vallejo

Mississippi Park Connection, Mississippi 
National River and Recreation Area


