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A Collection of Wonderful Memories
Marlene Kennedy, 1916 Society Member

With our families spread out across the country, my 
husband Alex and I started planning trips to bring 
everyone together in our beautiful national parks. First it 
was just with my parents, but soon enough my brother 
and sister joined with their families. I always loved 
reminiscing about these adventures with my parents 
during their later years.

As Alex and I enjoy our retirement years, traveling to 
national parks continues to be a big part of our lives. 
From the sheer vastness of Denali National Park and 
Preserve that made us feel so small, to the awe-inspiring 
force of nature at Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park, we 
always return home feeling enriched and inspired.

There was one trip where I locked the keys inside our 
rental car at Joshua Tree National Park, but even that 
unfortunate incident showed us the wonder of the parks. 
We were stopped at Turkey Flats, which is a less traveled 
area with little to no shade or cell phone service. A pack 
of hikers we met insisted on leaving us with bottles of 
water and reporting our situation to the visitor’s center. 
Park people are good people! In just over an hour, a kind 
park ranger arrived to open our car door and we were 
back on the road.

We will always treasure the memories we’ve made in our 
national parks, even the ones that didn’t always go as 

planned. When we decided it was time to put our affairs 
in order, we recognized that our retirement accounts 
could do some good when we no longer need them. 
When reflecting on what matters to us the most, the 
national parks were high on our list. So, we wrote in 
“the National Park Foundation” as a beneficiary on our 
retirement account forms. It was that easy and we didn’t 
even need a lawyer.

You might think that a “legacy gift” is something only 
millionaires can do – but everyone has an opportunity to 
make an impact. It feels great knowing that we will leave 
our mark on the world with a gift that ensures people can 
enjoy our magnificent parks for many years to come.
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Marlene Kennedy and Alex Preiss, Bryce Canyon National Park



Protect Parks for Years to Come, Simply by 
Signing Your Name

Year after year, the parks endure 
as one of our nation’s greatest 
achievements because of 

generous philanthropic support. For 
many of us, preserving the parks is 
a value that lives deep within us. 
Now, there’s a way you can support 
the National Park Foundation’s work 
for generations to come — and it 
doesn’t cost you a dime today.

With a gift by beneficiary 
designation, you can pass money to 
the people and charities you love 
simply by signing your name. Funds 
designated in your retirement plan 
or other financial accounts pass 
directly to your beneficiaries and do 
not require a will. 

All it takes is your signature on 
a beneficiary designation form. 

It’s that easy! Forms are typically 
available on the account website 
or by calling the customer service 
number on your statement. And the 
best part is, you remain in complete 
control of your assets during your 
lifetime — and are never locked in. If 
your circumstances change, you can 
adjust your beneficiaries at any time.

The National Park Foundation would 
be honored to be named as a full or 
partial beneficiary of accounts such 
as bank or brokerage accounts, life 
insurance policies, donor advised 
funds, and retirement accounts.

In fact, many financial experts say 
that donating retirement assets to 
charity is one of the smartest ways 
to give. That’s because retirement 
assets left to your heirs could be 

taxed twice — as income and as part 
of your estate. However, charities 
like the National Park Foundation 
are tax-exempt, so the entire amount 
goes to the charity. That’s why many 
people choose to leave retirement 
assets to a charity and leave other, 
less tax-burdened, assets to their 
family and friends.

To learn more about this unique and 
easy way to support our national 
parks for generations to come, 
please return the enclosed form to 
request our free Gifts by Beneficiary 
Designation Guide. Or contact 
us at (202) 796-2532 or by email at 
PlannedGiving@NationalParks.org. 
We are here to help!
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Healing Begins with a Conversation

It’s no secret that nature has healing powers. Studies 
have long shown that spending time in nature has a 
soothing, anxiety-diminishing impact. Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park welcomes over 13 million 
visitors each year for spectacular hiking, beautiful 
mountain vistas, and an incredible array of wildlife. Many 
arrive seeking healing; many others leave having found 
healing they didn’t know they needed. 

Over the past year, as Americans faced our nation’s 
history on race, Superintendent Cassius Cash 
recognized the role his park could play in advancing the 
conversation. The Smokies Hikes for Healing created a 
safe and healing space for people from all backgrounds 
– race, religion, socioeconomic level, and sexual 
orientation – to hold open conversations around diversity 
and racism. 

In 2020, Cash saw the racial reckoning that the country 
was going through. More and more people were 
engaging in conversations around the history of racism 
and fighting for change. As the first African American 

superintendent of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
Cash recognized that the mountain sanctuary of the 
Smokies was a powerful place to engage in these difficult 
but important conversations. 

“My medicine for dealing with this stress is a walk in the 
woods, and I felt called to share that experience with 
others,” shares Cash. “I wanted to create an opportunity 
for people to come together for sharing, understanding, 
and healing.”

We all have a role in making our communities better. So 
far, more than 200 people have participated in Smokies 
Hikes for Healing. By creating space to talk about 
our country’s culture and history, the parks can play a 
vital role in addressing the vital issues of our time. The 
relationships formed are a powerful starting point for 
creating positive change together. 

Thank you for supporting our work to open the doors to 
a better future for all. 
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To include the National Park Foundation in your will, please use the following language: “To the National Park Foundation 
located in Washington, D.C. [Tax ID #52-1086761], I give ___% of my estate.” Or you can name a fixed dollar amount.

Our 501(c)(3) federal tax identification number is 52-1086761.

This publication is intended to provide only general gift, estate, and financial planning information and is not a comprehensive review of the topics. 
Please consult your legal and financial advisers when planning your gift.

We’re Here to Help
Leaving a gift to the National Park Foundation in your will, trust, or by beneficiary designation ensures the protection, 
enrichment, and support of America’s beloved national parks for generations to come.

For more information, contact:

Phone: (202) 796-2500 National Park Foundation
Email: PlannedGiving@nationalparks.org 1500 K Street NW, Suite 700
Web: www.nationalparks.mylegacygift.org Washington, DC 20005

Nicole Engdahl Becca Watkins Adi Vallejo Elizabeth Allen

Build Your Legacy with a Gift that Lasts Forever

If you want to ensure the national parks are here for your 
children, grandchildren and all future generations, a gift to the 
National Park Foundation Endowment Fund is another great 
option. An endowment gift is a donation that is given with the 
intent to preserve the original value of the gift, and to grow it 
over time. The funds are held in perpetuity and invested. The 
accumulated appreciation and income on the investment is  
used to fund park projects. Because the original endowment  
gift is never spent, your gift will help sustain the parks forever.

How You Benefit
• You are in control of how much you give and when you give. 

You can make a gift now or leave a gift in your will of any size.

• Your gift may reduce your income taxes or capital gains taxes.

• You may designate your gift in honor or memory  
of someone special.

Denali National Park
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